
FOURTH GRADE ELA KNOWLEDGE-BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #7: Adventures Out West Suggested Duration 3-4 Weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSE4RI3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

ELAGSE4RI7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain
how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

ELAGSE4RL4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

ELAGSE4RL6: Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations

ELAGSE4W3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
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Essential Questions

Literal—

When and where did settlers travel west?

What obstacles did settlers face?

What were the causes and outcome of the War of 1812?

Where and why were the Cherokee people relocated?

Inferential—

How did (a historical figure in this unit) influence
westward expansion?

How did the acquisition of lands in Louisiana, Texas,
Oregon, and California compare to one another?

Evaluative -

How did the forced relocation of Cherokee people compare to
the westward expansion by settlers?

Tier I Words (conversational) Tier II Words (transdisciplinary) Tier III Words (content-specific)

move, meet, want, take causes, war, impact, forced, relocation, territory,
acquisition, mining

Multiple meanings: reservation

westward expansion, capitol, White House

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template

Berger Framework with Instructional Notes

Comprehension Strategy

Use Expository Text Wheel strategy from Florida Center
for Reading Research to guide identification of main ideas
and details for books and passages in this unit. This would
make a great interactive hall display if students analyze
different passages, books, or chapters within a book.

Vocabulary Strategy

Use Semantic Mapping to build understanding of how different
period-specific vocabulary related to westward expansion.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcrKR719laEh0VKevGyLkEMFbBQn_yzcFcbPPgIq3Jc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pbm6daCM7lGluAoRngQpfffu0lk-u1ffPOQSFhGigk/edit?usp=sharing
http://fcrr.fsu.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/k1_comprehension/k1_expository_text_structure.pdf/k1_c016_expository_text_wheel.pdf
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/connecting-word-meanings-through-semantic-mapping


Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

True False Review

1. Have students fold a piece of paper in half three times to create 8 boxes and number the boxes 1-8.

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8

2. As you read each of the following statements, have students write True or False. For any False responses, challenge students to write in what would make the statement correct.

#1 America declared war against France in 1812.

#2 The War of 1812 led to the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner.

#3 The Supreme Court ruled that the Indian Removal Act was illegal and unconstitutional.

#4 Andrew Jackson returned homelands to the Cherokee people and compensated them for their losses.

#5 Thomas Jefferson oversaw the purchase of land in Louisiana from France.

#6 Lewis and Clark followed the Oregon Trail along with other settlers and their families.

#7 Sacagawea served as an interpreter between Lewis, Clark, and the American Indians they encountered.

#8 The promise of mining gold brought many settlers to lands in California.

Standards:
ELAGSE4RI3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

Summative Assessment(s):

Description: ReadWorks “Panning for History”
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Standards:
ELAGSE4RI1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
ELAGSE4RI2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.
ELAGSE4RI3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.
ELAGSE4RI4 Determine the meaning of general academic language and domain specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

Writing Task and Rubric:

Description: Imagined Reflection

1. Provide the students with the following prompt and a copy of a Story Mountain Template: Imagine you are a child your same age moving out west with your family during
Westward Expansion. Create a journal entry for a single day that includes the elements of the story mountain. Who are you traveling with? Where and how are you traveling?
What exciting or troubling event will serve as your climax? How will your response to that event involve falling action?

2. Provide students with a Narrative Writing Checklist to guide their work and score final products using a Narrative Writing Rubric.

Standards:
ELAGSE4W3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Differentiation Consideration

Building Background Knowledge Through
The Berger Framework

Berger Framework: Dandelions

Standards Based Text Activities - tasks should
require metacognitive strategies.  Process of
thinking and building knowledge is visible in
learning.

After reading Dandelions and If You Were a Kind in the West, compare and contrast the way
that westward expansion is presented differently as a narrative through the eyes of a child
versus as an informational text.

Performance Task - students should use both
written and verbal expression to complete
the task.

1. Provide small groups of students with printed pictures of historical figures and maps
showing important areas of the country discussed in this unit.

2. Have groups use any available resources (books, passages, notes) to arrange the
pictures into a timeline based on criteria they choose (date started, date ended,
date of most important event).

3. When the group has the pictures arranged, they should create a written timeline
showing the subject of each picture and the date they used for each subject to
arrange their order.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/17cU5AbK2shGU35G37gMpvWv23_Eqsnq0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AXub8YuC27N1BxDvDj0HGy-LJtYVJhuS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/166ZgFytM8xgfp8oa3Qa38A7J8Xf11LNo/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UXiu5ojI59XbI_Cmml7vbaLJrL0p6n16q6kXsXXRDpA/edit?usp=sharing


Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band

Dandelions (provided by district)
Death of the Iron Horse (provided by district)
Life in the West
If you Were a Kid in the Wild West
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